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‘Bob White Club twice chosen as state

* Continued from page 29
club’s ‘most ‘outstanding com-
‘petitive achievements. By 1963 the

" club had achieved ‘the unpre--

icedented feat of winning all awards
inthe rifle ing competitions at
ation of
Kentucky Sportsmen Fair for the
i8th conseécutive year! Bob Whites
also swept the fair’s casting com-
i petition that year for the fourth timi
in a row, and won the tra ing
competition for the third time in
four years. The Bob White casters
continued their domination of both
men’s and women’s “angling wmc-
curacy” eventsthrough 1971.

In 1973 and again in 1981 the
~League of Kentucky Sportsmen and
the Kentucky Wildlife Federation
Foundation honored the Bob White
Club as. “Conservation Organ-
ization of the Year” at the Seventh
and Fifteenth Annual Governor’s
Conservation Achievement Awards
Banguets. Judging for this most
prestigious award involves entries
from throughout the state.

Under the-headline “Honor Top
Club,” John Murphy’s “Astream
and Afield”.colimn in the Kentucky
Post explained the 1973 award this
way:

“The club was cited for its con-
tinuing program at its club grounds
at Claryville, for its accomplish-
ments in junior conservation, and
its role as a good citizen of the
county 2nd commonwealth. The
40-year-old (at that time) sports-
men organization has been an out-
Standing family vebicle to
conservation, and has numerous
second generation members. It
gives freely of the club facilities to

other organizations, such as the
Disabled : American  Veterans,
women's clubs and troops
ofthearea.”

To the eneration mem-
bers Mr. Murphy mentioned ten
years aﬁ , many club families have
g::'vs added third generation mem-
Ongoing conservation activities
of theclubinclude:

+ Planting of wildlife food and
cover crops each year near the
edges of the mature oak, maple and
hickory hardwood stands that now
cover .most of the club grounds.
Plantings such as corn, wheat,

“ soybeans, lespedeza, fruit and nut

trees have been-particularly suc-
cessful. Plots have been furnished
1o 4-H clubs for their conservation
activities.

* In addition to building and pla-
cing all types of birdhouses, club
conservationists periodically in-
-struct junior members in birdhouse
construction:and use. The club has
also distributed material for con-
struction of birdhouses and feeders
by others. Club members have
raised ‘and released hundreds of
quail throughout Campbell County.

* Under the guidance of the Ken-
tucky Division of Forestry, thou-
sands of trees have been planted on
club grounds and members’ prop-
erty. For more than ten years the
club has underwritten expenses for
at least two Campbell County
students to attend the Kentucky
Forestry Camp and/or ‘Environ-
mental YouthCampeachyear.

% The “club works with the
County Agerit and the Campbell
County Soil and Water  Con-
servation District on erosion con-

trol and prevention of moss and
cattail infestation of lakes that are’
heavily feru}ued byv :;noff from

- of :silt have been {rapped in club
lakes since 1M7, improving the
clarity and quality of downstream
water, but challenging the club

% members to maintain good game-
fish habitat.

+ Pond Clinies and Erosion Con-

.{rol Seminars given by the Soil and

Water Conservation District are
periodically sponsored by the club.

Use of the Bob White clubhouse
and grounds is offered each year to
numerous other organizations such
as -senior citizens groups, Boy
Scouts, veterans organizations,

atriotic and service clubs, little
league teams, etc.

For many years a pumber of state
and locallaw enforcement agencies
have been taking advantage of the
club’s standing offer to utilize the
rifle, pistol and trap ranges for fire-
arms training and competitions.
Refreshments and/or awards are
sometimes furnished by the club.

By far the most popular of these
“charitable” activities in recent
years has been the Handicapped
Children’s Fishing Derby that is
sponsored each spring by the Fifth
District Federation of Kentucky
Sportsmen. The story of that Derby
was featured in “Happy Hunting
Ground,” the League. of Kentucky
Sportsmen’s bimonthly magazine,
during 1982. Unusually easy access
{o the twolargest club lakes makes
it practical for hundreds of handi-
capped northern Kentucky young-
sters (even those who can’t walk or
gdrand) 1o enjoy a day of fishing each

ay.

Although others had been nowni-
nated previously, it wasn’t until
1981 that & Beb White roember
received the top statewide con-
‘servation award. In that ‘year life
member Howard Smith was awar-
ded the “Conservationist of the
Year Award” as part of the Gov-

-ernor’s Conservation Achievement

Awards program. A past President
of the club with more than 30 yéars
service, Howard now functions as
Treasurer and was judged to be the
most outstanding conservationist in
theentirestatethat year.

Even before the mortgage on its
grounds was paid off in 1981, the
club’s many activities had been
largely self-supporting. In fact,
membership dues contribute oni:
about one-fourth of the annual bud-
get. For many years the active
membership list has been at its pre-
setlimit of 275.

In addition to these “regular”
dues-paying members, the 18383
roster ‘includes 25 “life members”
and 20 “inactive” members (who
are temporarily living or working
out of town). The club pays full dues
to the League of Kentucky Sports-
men each year tokeep-all 300 “regu-

.lar” -and “life” members on the

League's “active” roster. There is
a waitifig list of about 90 applicants
whe’d like to join this most suc-
cessful organization. Admissions
are in strict chronological order,
based on date of application: The

~flow of applications continues des-

pite the fact fhat, at current rates of
turnover, it could take 5o 8 years
for new applicants toreachthe “top
of the list” and become eligible for
membership. . 3 &

“Even though membership has in-
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’s most outstanding

evitably changed through the
years, tamily ties and a dis-
tinct Cam County “flavos™
matle‘ly erent
300 ent active
members, mmore reside in
Fort Thomas in any other
singe community. A total of 72
their homes in Bellevue, Day-
ton and Newport, with 21 more from
m te andﬁgiglgfsr Cold t i
account for 51
Bob White: en, with 47 living
in Alexandria and Southern Ca-
mpbell County and 27 coming from
Kenton County. In addition, 17 live
in Cincinnati, and four in Pendleton
Coun!

ty. .
The club grounds are busy nearly
every weekend of the year. Major
organized activities currently in-
clude both winter and summer trap

shooting (the most sport},
fishing (with bass pan-
-fish tournaments heid from March

through September each year),
borseshoe tournaments and com-
itive casting, Swimming at the
ch area on the large lake right
behind the clubhouse is enjoyed by
members’ children and grand-
children, Other popular activities
include camping and picoicking.
Archery, boating, volleyball, and
similar sports are enjoyed largely
on:a “do it yourself” basis. Pinochle
and bowling leagues help members.
ward off “gabin Fever” during the
winter months, while winter trap-
shooting ‘allows the most rugged
outdoorsmen to hone their skills
under - particularly -challenging
conditions.
The club’s continued success is

.probably due in e part to the

unusually close ties een mem-

bers
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