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{rea_rs, we know that activities af the
arger  facilities -included pic-
nicking, boating, fishing, com-
petitive casting, archery, trap, rifie

and pistol shooting, badminton and
horseshoes.
Although the hunting was not ac-

tually done on club grounds, organ-

ized.crow shoots were popular
activitiesthat were held on a regu-

© lar basis. Large numbers of well-
known -shooters, some .from
hundreds-of miles away, regularly
participated in those events. The
club ‘was praised by farmers and
conservationists alike for organ-
izing ‘these hunts because crows
were considered voracious pre-

_-dators that seriously. damaged both
crop and wildlife production.

During the early 1940s the possi-
bility of a.merger between The
Dixie Bird Dog Club and The Bob
White Club was repeatediv <
cussed. Dr. Boltz, a member ¢i both
clubs, was the prime catalyst. for
the continuing discussions. His
efforts were rewarded when, on
July 26, 1945, a merger was un-
animously approved by the clubs’
memberships.

Happy members of the merged
organization believed that the re-
sult would be creation of a much
stronger sportsmen’s constituency
ip Northern Kentucky. The
expanded club regularly cooper-
ated.with the efforts of John Mu:-
rphy (the Kentucky Post's
‘long-time Outdoors Editor) to
strengthen the League of Kentucky
Sportsmen (which is the state ai-
filiate of The National Wildlife Fed-

to Northern Kentucky's Fifth Dis-
trict  Federation of Kentucky
Sportsmen becoming one ‘of the
most active segments of the state-
wide League, and assured Northern
Kentuckians of a much more mean-
ingful veice in promoting con-
servation and good sportsmanship
practices throughout the state. The
needs of outdodrsmen in Northern
Kentucky ‘are now effectively ad-
vocated through the Fifth District
Federation and the League itself.
In 1946 the club raised funds by
selling $100 “certificatés” bearing
no interest to members in order to
finance the purchase of the mostly
wooded 99 acre Smith Dairy Farm
on Licking Pike (State Route 9) in
Claryville. ‘A bank loan was then
»:sed for construction of two lakes
hich ‘were created in 1947 by
arthendams near the dairy barn,
The dairy barn was converted
into a spacious club house and
dance hall overlooking the larger
(8:5acre) lake. It is now surrounded
by many large trees, with swim-
ming beach, patio, picnic areas,
casting and archery ranges, stalls
for members’ fishing boats, play-
grounds, and well-lighted horse-
shoe courts nearby. Other facilities
that bave been developed over the
years include two lighted trap
shooting ranges, trap house and re-
freshment stand, rifie range, pistol
range, playground and picnic area,
a spacious covered patio, archery
range, two drive-in lakeside camp-
ing areas, and a network of hiking
trails through the woods. The vast
maijority of this work has been'done

by the clubmembers themselves.
Additional lakes ‘were con-
structed in the wooded area of the
club grounds in 1968 and 197810 pro- .
tect the headwaters of the large
lake by intercepting runoff of
and mud from the surrounding
farms. Like most club projects in
recent years, these were financed
from regular revenues on a pay-
as-you-go basis. According to the
development plan prepared for the
club by the State Soil and Water
Conservation Service, a fifth lake is

‘{o.be constructed in the future to

prevent silting-up of the remaining
unprotected bay inthelargelake.

All akes are carefully managed
to maximize their yield of gamefish
for the many anglers who now be-
long to the club. In addition to Jarge
numbers of panfish, Bob Whife
waters produce many 4 to'6 pound
bass each year, as well as many
hundreds of pounds: of stocked
channel catfish.

-Prior to his death in 1955, Dr. Ar-
nold Boltz served for seven years as
Fifth District Commissioner on the
State Fish and Wildlife Resources
Commission, On March 18, 1956 the
club celebrated National Wildlife
Week with the first annual Dr. A.W.
Boltz Memorial Crow Shoot.

According to John Murphy’s arti-
cle in the Kentucky Post, the Boltz
Memorial Shoot, designed to con-

trol one of the most persistent up- -

land game and crop predators,
established a milestone in good re-
lations between farmers and
sportsmen, ‘Eighteen two -man
teams, including four officers of the
American - Crow Hunters As-

M .

sociation, competed in the one day -

shoot that was also endorsed by the
Fifth é)istrict Fe:gation rgxfsel‘(iel?
tucky Sportsmen and supervised by
‘both Kenton County and Campbell
‘County conservation officers. As a
result, area crops and wildlife were
spared the depredations of more

162 crows thatday. The
shoot ended with a “funeral” cere-

mony and mass burial for quite an’

impressive pileof crow carcasses.
‘The Boltz Memorial Crow Shoots

continued successfully for a num-

ber of years, until crows were taken

off the state’s destructive predator"

list. The most frequent Boltz Shoot
winners were the team of Harold

Skinner (a Covington jeweler) and
Mr. Crouch (a Gallatin County bot-
tled gasdistributor). =
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b White in early 40’s

The acc\amxt’l‘a){;ion of major tro-
phies won by White-sponsared
-teams and .individuals over the
years js most impressive. The club
collection includes both Senior and
Juniorcll‘ass tropg:;e:yfortrap shoot-
ing, moskeet, arcl ,casting, rifle
and pistol shooting. :

In 1966 the club received an
- “Achievement Citation” from the
League of Kentucky Sportsmen,
Inc. That award was for displaying
significant enthusiasm and com.
munity leadership in the enlistment
of landowners as well as sportsmen
in stimulating widespread support

of the wise management and use of -

fish and wildlife resources.
The late sixties saw some of the
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